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rank as the first of the Asiatic civilized peoples. This picture-writing
of theirs was converted into phonetic writing by the Semitic
Babylonians. The Sumerian town of Kish, in Mesopotamia, was
standing before 3500 B.C. Tombs have been found there containing
two- and four-wheeled ox carts.
The Sumerian art-forms, with their bold, untrammelled lines,
strike quite a modern note. The Babylonians adopted the Sumerian
gods, prayers, and hymns in their entirety. To Sumerian literature we
owe the Epic of Gilgamesh, the forerunner of the Greek Odyssey.
Beautiful toilet cases, and pieces used in board games were fashioned
by the Sumerians. Their political power lasted till 2700 B.C., their
cultural influence till 700 B.C.
TEACHERS   TO   THE   ROMANS
The Etruscans, who acted as teachers to the Romans, are reputed to
have been the earliest of the civilized peoples of Italy. At the congress
of Etruscologists at Florence in 1932 it was stated that they were
certainly not Aryans, but that on the other hand their language was
not Semitic.
Some scholars hold that the Etruscans were related to the Rhaeti,
who were domiciled in the Alps and who established themselves in
Italy. It is quite likely that Hellenic mariners (the Tyrrhenians),
landing on the coast of Etruria, constituted themselves their aristocracy,
in the same way as the conquering Aryans in Armenia and in the
empire of the Hittites in Asia Minor became a military caste* The
earlier monetary system of the Etruscans, their alphabet, and their gods
seem to be of Greek origin.                                             **           *
ARE   THE   GIPSIES   EGYPTIANS?
A statement frequently made by the gipsies is that they were driven
out of Egypt on account of their religion, and that they are the true
children of the Land of the Pharaohs, to which they will one dav return^
This is why they are called " gipsy " or " gypsy " in English, from the
word " Egypt," and gitano in Spanish, from the word Egitto, meaning
Egypt. All that can be said in favour of this claim is that their ears are
set high on their heads, a feature which has been noticed in Egyptian
statues and mummies. On the other hand, it has not been possible to
trace any linguistic relationship between them and the Egyptians.
What is the real origin of this curious people, which since the year*.
A.D. 1417 has been wandering in bands through almost every country
of Europe?    Whence comes the name zigeunbf (German), czigany
(Hungarian),   zingaro  (Italian)   and  tzigane ^French)?     Professor
Sampson seems to have solved the riddle, The gjgsies, he says, left their
country of Origin, India, in die 8th century A.D./%ut only a portion of
tiiem, tor the rest are still living in the south of the country knd have *
Aryan-Dravidian features,  In the veins of the gipsy flows the wild blood
of the Indian Dravidians and KJolis (whence toe wood " coofc *~